
Dear Senior Government and Economics students, 
Happy summer and congratulations on finishing your junior year! I am so excited to teach you next 
year. I have heard so many good things about your class and can’t wait to get to work with you in a 
few months. 
 
My class covers a lot of material, and we are going to need to make the most of every class period 
that we have together to get through all of it. With that being said, completing your summer 
assignment is going to be important for you to be successful in class. The summer assignment will 
have you review some concepts that you learned in US History,  learn some new government 
content and vocabulary, and practice some skills that will help you be successful in class.  
 
The summer packet is broken up into six parts. Most parts will require you to read a foundational 
document related to American Government (like the Declaration of Independence or the 
Constitution), watch a video and/or read an article about the document’s significance and the time 
period during which it was written, and take a short quiz about what you have learned.  
 
The reading, video and/or article, and quiz will be posted on Mondays. Most weeks, the reading 
will be due by Thursday night at 11:59, the video and/or article will be due the following Tuesday 
night, and the quiz will be due that Thursday night at 11:59. So, for example, if I were to post 
assignments for the week of Monday, January 1 (I’m not, but I’m using this as an example), the 
reading would be due Thursday, January 4, the video and/or article would be due Tuesday, 
January 9, and the quiz would be due Thursday, January 11. If you want to knock all three parts 
out on that Monday when they are assigned, great. If you want to turn in each one on the day that 
it is due, also great. All I ask is that you turn everything in by when it is due. Deadlines are 
especially important during your senior year and as you prepare for college, so please make sure 
that you are meeting them.  
 
All summer work will be posted in Google Classroom. The activities for you to complete will be on 
Google Classroom and Khan Academy. Please make sure that you join both Google Classroom and 
Khan Academy so that you can complete all parts of the summer assignment. The readings for you 
to complete will be posted on Google Classroom and will be numbered (for example, “Reading 1”), 
the articles and videos will primarily be through Khan Academy (with some Crash Course and 
secondary source readings sprinkled in there), and the quizzes will all be through Khan Academy. 
When I post the assignments on Google Classroom, I will also upload a document that says what is 
due and when.  
 
This assignment is not meant to take up your whole summer; the six assignments should only take 
you about an hour each. The more effort you put into this assignment, the better prepared you will 
be to start your senior year! If you are confused by something, can’t find a link, have questions, 
something comes up, or anything else, please reach out to me. My e-mail address is 
stephen.gleason@ascendlearning.org. I am so excited to work with you this fall! 
 
Mr. Gleason  



Part 1 (July 6-10): Declaration of Independence 
Due 7/8 at 11:59 p.m.: “Reading 1” in Google Classroom 
Due 7/10 at 11:59 p.m.: Reading and Video 
 
Part 2 (July 13-23): Articles of Confederation 
Due 7/16 at 11:59 p.m.: “Reading 2” in Google Classroom 
Due 7/21 at 11:59 p.m.: Reading and Video 
Due 7/23 at 11:59 p.m.: Quiz 
 
Part 3 (July 27-August 6): Constitution 
Due 7/30 at 11:59 p.m.: “Reading 3” in Google Classroom 
Due 8/4 at 11:59 p.m.: Video 
Due 8/6 at 11:59 p.m.: Quiz 
 
Part 4 (August 10-20): Constitution 
Due 8/13 at 11:59 p.m.: “Reading 4” in Google Classroom 
Due 8/18 at 11:59 p.m.: Video and Video 
Due 8/20 at 11:59 p.m.): Quiz 
 
Part 5 (August 24-28): McCulloch v. Maryland 
Due 8/26 at 11:59 p.m.: “Reading 5” in Google Classroom 
Due 8/28 at 11:59 p.m.: Video 
 
Part 6 (August 31-September 7): US v. Lopez 
Due 9/2 at 11:59 p.m.: “Reading 6” in Google Classroom 
Due 9/4 at 11:59 p.m.: Video 
Due 9/7 at 11:59 p.m.: Quiz 
 


